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OHAPTEE XVII.

CLIMATE.

the terra Climate we understand the combined
effect of all the phenomena whose distribution over the
globe we have recently been considering, and which
determine the suitability of various districts for the
support of their respective fauna and flora. Beyond all
doubt the most important factor in these determina-
tions is the temperature. We all know that vegetation
attains its greatest luxuriance in the damp heat of the
tropical regions, while it can hardly be said to exist in
the extreme cold of the polar lands. The law of de-
crement of heat with ascent above the sea-level has
already been explained, and, accordingly, it -will be
understood, as Herschel says,1 ' that in ascending a
mountain from the sea-level to the limit of perpetual
snow, we pass through the same series of climates, so
far as temperature is concerned, which we should do by
travelling from the same station to the polar regions of
the globe; and in a country where very great differ-
ences of level exist we find every variety of climate
arranged in zones according to the altitude, and cha-
racterised by the vegetable productions appropriate to
their habitual temperatures/

The old division of the earth by Parmenides into

1 Physical Geography, Section 249.